"When two full years had passed, Pharaoh had a dream. In his dream,
he was standing by the Nile River. Seven cows came up out of the river.
They looked healthy and Tat. They were eating some of the tall grass
growing along the river. After them, seven other cows came up out

of the Nile. They looked ugly and skinny. They were standing beside

the other cows on the riverbank. The ugly, skinny cows ate up the
seven cows that looked healthy and tat. Then Pharaoh woke up.

He fel

asleep againand had a second dream. In that dream, seven heads of
grain were growing on one stem. They were healthy and good. After
them, seven other heads of grain came up. They were thinand dried
up by the east wind. The thin heads of grain swallowed up the seven
healthy, full heads. Then Pharaoh woke up. It had beena dream.

Inthe

morning he was worried. So he sent for all the magicians and wise men
of Egypt. Pharaoh told them his dreams. But no one could tell him what
they meant.'
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"Then the chief wine taster spoke up. He said to Pharaoh, “Now |
remember that I've done something wrong. Pharaoh was once angry
with his servants. He put me and the chief baker in prison. We were in the
house of the captain of the palace guard. Each of us had a dream the
same night. Each dream had its own meaning. A young Hebrew servant
was there with us. He was a servant of the captain of the guard. We
told him our dreams. And he explained them to us. He told each of us the
meaning of our dreams. Things turned out exactly as he said they would.
| was given back my job... " So Pharaoh sent for Joseph. He was quickly
brought out of the prison. Joseph shaved and changed his clothes. Then
he came to Pharaoh.

Pharaoh said to Joseph, "I had a dream. No one can

tellme what it means. But I've heard that when you hear a dream you
canexplainit.”

“Tcantdoit,” Joseph replied to Pharaoh. "But God wil

give Pharaoh the answer he wants.”

Then Pharaoh told Josephwhat he

had dreamed...” @‘/
Genesis 41:9-17 NIRV - =\



Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “Both of Pharaoh’s dreams have the
same meaning. God has shown Pharaoh what he is about to do. The
seven good cows are seven years. And the seven good heads of
grainare seven years. Both dreams mean the same thing. The seven
thin, ugly cows that came up later are seven years. So are the seven
worthless heads of grain dried up by the east wind. They are seven
years when there won't be enough food.

“It’s just as | said to Pharaoh.

God has shown Pharaoh what he’s about to do. Seven years with plenty
of Tood are coming to the whole land of Egypt. But seven years when
there won't be enough Tood will Tollow them. Then everyone will forget
about all the food Egypt had. Terrible hunger will destroy the land.
There won't be anything left to remind people of the years when there
was plenty of food in the land. That’s how bad the hunger that follows
will be. God gave the dream to Pharaoh in two forms. That's because
the matter has been firmly decided by God. And it’s because God wil
doit soon.

Genesis 41:225-32 NIRV




"So Pharaoh should look for a wise and understanding man. He should
out himin charge of the land of Egypt. Pharaoh should appoint
officials to be in charge of the land. They should take a fifth of the
harvest in Egypt during the seven years when there’s plenty of food.
They should collect all the extra food of the good years that are com
ing. Pharaoh should give them authority to store up the grain. They
should keep it in the cities Tor food. The grain should be stored up Tor
the country to use later. It will be needed during the seven years when
there isn’t enough food in Egypt. Then the country won't be destroyed
just because it doesn’t have enough food.”

The plan seemed good to

Pharaoh and all his oficials. So Pharaoh said to them, “The spirit of
God is in this man. We can't find anyone else like him, can we?”
Genesis 41:33-38 NIRV




OUESTIoNS;

1. What was Pharaoh's dreams about?

2. \Who was able to understand Pharaoh's
dreams? Joseph or God?

3. What did Joseph suggest Pharaoh do
about the problems that would come to
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