
"There was a time when Israel didn’t have kings to

rule over them. But they had leaders to help them.

This is a story about some things that happened

during that time. There wasn’t enough food in the

land of Judah. So a man went to live for a while in

the country of Moab. He was from Bethlehem in

Judah. His wife and two sons went with him. The

man’s name was Elimelek. His wife’s name was

Naomi. The names of his two sons were Mahlon

and Kilion. They were Ephrathites whose home

had been in Bethlehem in Judah. They went to

Moab and lived there.  Naomi’s husband Elimelek

died. So she was left with her two sons. They

married women from Moab. One was named

Orpah. The other was named Ruth. Naomi’s family

lived in Moab for about ten years. Then Mahlon

and Kilion also died. So Naomi was left without her

two sons and her husband." 

Ruth 1:1 - 5 NIRV

NAOMI & RUTH



"While Naomi was in Moab, she heard that the

Lord had helped his people. He had begun to

provide food for them again. So Naomi and her

two daughters-in-law prepared to go from Moab

back to her home. She left the place where she

had been living. Her daughters-in-law went with

her. They started out on the road that would take

them back to the land of Judah.  Naomi said to her

two daughters-in-law, “Both of you go back. Each

of you go to your own mother’s home. You were

kind to your husbands, who have died. You have

also been kind to me. So may the Lord be just as

kind to you. May the Lord help each of you find

rest in the home of another husband.” Then she

kissed them goodbye. They broke down and wept

loudly. When they heard that, they broke down

and wept again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-

law goodbye. But Ruth held on to her.  “Look,” said

Naomi. “Your sister-in-law is going back to her

people and her gods. Go back with her.”  

Ruth 1:6 - 9 ,  14 - 15 NIRV



"But Ruth replied, “Don’t try to make me leave you

and go back. Where you go I’ll go. Where you stay

I’ll stay. Your people will be my people. Your God

will be my God. Where you die I’ll die. And there my

body will be buried. I won’t let even death separate

you from me. If I do, may the Lord punish me

greatly.” Naomi realized that Ruth had made up her

mind to go with her. So she stopped trying to make

her go back. So Naomi returned from Moab. Ruth,

her daughter-in-law from Moab, came with her.

They arrived in Bethlehem just when people were

beginning to harvest the barley." 

Ruth 1:16-18, 22  



Questions:

1. Why did Naomi want to go back to Judah? 

 2. Why does Ruth want to go back with her? 

 3. How is one of God's promises made to

Abraham fulfilled in this story? 



HELP NAOMI AND RUTH TO GET TO

BETHLEHEM... 


