
T H E  T E M P L E

'“As you know, my father David had to fight many

battles. His enemies attacked him from every side. So

he couldn’t build a temple where the Lord his God

would put his Name. That wouldn’t be possible until

the Lord had put his enemies under his control. But

now the Lord my God has given me peace and rest on

every side. We don’t have any enemies. And we don’t

have any other major problems either. So I’m

planning to build a temple. I want to build it for the

Name of the Lord my God. That’s what he told my

father David he wanted me to do. He said, ‘I will put

your son on the throne in your place. He will build a

temple. I will put my Name there.’ “So give your men

orders to cut down cedar trees in Lebanon for me. My

men will work with yours. I’ll pay you for your men’s

work. I’ll pay any amount you decide on. As you

know, we don’t have anyone as skilled in cutting

down trees as the men of Sidon are.” ' 

1 Kings 5:3-6 



'The temple King Solomon built for the Lord was 90 feet

long. It was 30 feet wide. And it was 45 feet high. The

temple had a porch in front of the main hall. The porch

was as wide as the temple itself. It was 30 feet wide. It

came out 15 feet from the front of the temple. Solomon

made narrow windows high up in the temple walls. He

built side rooms around the temple. They were built

against the walls of the main hall and the Most Holy

Room.' 

1 Kings 6:2-5 

'Solomon prepared the Most Holy Room inside the

temple. That’s where the ark of the covenant of the

Lord would be placed.' 

1 Kings 6:19



'“The Lord has kept the promise he made. I’ve become

the next king after my father David. Now I’m sitting on

the throne of Israel. That’s exactly what the Lord

promised would happen. I’ve built the temple where the

Lord will put his Name. He is the God of Israel. I’ve

provided a place for the ark there. The tablets of the

Lord’s covenant law are inside it. He made that

covenant with our people of long ago. He made it when

he brought them out of Egypt.” '

1 Kings 8:20-21


